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Antonio Criscimagna
wiping
with continuous excrement
of ticker tape machine
standing navel down naked
tuxedo clad waistline up
toilet trained
chimpanzee
blinks across the dead sea
of Lake Erie
blinded by the ritual
of heart disease
awaiting the moron missile run
THE ESSENCE OF THE THEATER
Candy Haas
My interest in drama began when I was a very small child, and it
will be with me until the day I die. Whether I am in the cast or in the
crew, on the stage or in the audience, I have a genuine love for dra-
matics. Despite many, many thrilling moments on stage, my favorite
times are the "before and after." These moments of anxious prepara-
tion and joyous exhilaration are what I feel the theater is all about.
Before a play or hallet there are weeks of rehearsals, stagings, and
fittings, all building to a climax during production week. The frenzy
of technical rehearsals and dress rehearsals increases until finally the
day arrives. The day a play opens, I have a special habit. During the
afternoon I go to the theater. The stage is dark and the theater is
empty. I enter quietly, turning on a few lights, and walk onto the
